RECEIVED Moy 1 8 20

Tational Drgonic Standards Board
ofo Arthur Neil

Room 4008-South Building

1400 Independence Avenug-5W
Washington, DC 20256-0001

RE: Support of the NOSE's drafl pasture guidance document

As 5 consumer and significant other of a small organic farmer in New England, { was APPALIED w
learn of the CAF('s (concentrated animal feeding operations}. 1 had always thought that “Organic”
meant fust what i was being portraved to mean, 1% NATURAL™

i see the word CONCENTRAVHON, and it brings shivers 2p and down my sping.. Concentration brings
0 mind the concentration camps during WWIE D5 hamssans ffirive in concentragion camps? 1 hope that
this is not what ORGANK is all about, (Confinemens of animals).

We are working for the sonsumer (myself included) insuring that the products that we are selling and
purchasing are in facl 1009 0RGANIC”, not mass produced with more Bkelihood of disease. The
practice of CAFO™s in sy mind i NOT! As their cattie are not aliowed the fresh air, sunlight, fresh

fact is ontlined in NOFA of VT Certification Guidelines,

Why would 2 consumer purchase g producy 4t 3 higher expense, if they can purchase the same ey fora
Tower price, that is in fact the same product, Afler researching CAFO s products, Twould qualify them as
L CONVENTIONAL, just being sold uader the bl 106% ORGANIC,

{snow/cold), When spring arrives, 1 shed sy winter apparel 2nd seck the warmth and ssabight of the
outdoors, Tonge again become more sctive, shedding excess poundage, and inhaling the fresh air that
Veormont i well known for, Our animals need o be allowed (weather pormitting) stmple a00ess 10 pasture
fand for these very sarse reasons,

A Bale of hav or silage to me brings the ides of Tast food o my bead. Yos, they need i1 in the months thae
they are not sowed to graze due to weoather conditions, but as in the farm that Twork on, 1 know first
hand that a cow becomes over weight during the winter months. In S spring when weather permizs our
cuttie are let out (o pasture o graze. B i enjovable to watch thens Jump, ran and canry on like small
children, the firgs few days that they are et oul. They do deop dn sk production sarly on, but spring back
in & matter of weeks. This drop in milk production, T beleve is one fastop fhat the CAFO does not want
endure {pocketbook) wise, They want g steady amount of milk being produced on 3 dedly Bases {fay in
and doy ouf), whether it s good for the animal or not! Whether i1 15 construed as “ORGANICY or not!
The botiom line is MONEY, that s all that they are looking at. I see no benefit to the organic community
or farmer in CAFO's other than for sheer profis

We need] 10 band together (o assure the cosssmer that, Organic i3 108% NATURAL ac | have stated more
than once, Yes, we make 2 profit on our farm, a8 most business people strive o do, but not ot the expense
of the consumer, or the health of our cattle., Our product is prodaced by healthy, well mainiained farm




riles sod regelations set-up by NOFA of VTas outlined below), and we adkere 10 all rales and
repulaions a5 meh as Bomanly possibie,

Page 37 #. Housing & Hasbandry (205,23%)

Organic Hvestock farms must ensure the quality of iife for livesioek and encourage fisll expression of the
nature of each class of ivestock by means of housing and husbandry,

. Herd animals be allowed 1o fregly associate in the light and air with enongh space and time o
manifest normal behavior.

» HKuminants have daily access to prazable forage throughout the pasing season. The VOF
Review Commitice has determined that cows over § months of age should be oul on pestare.

s Housing provide for adequate ventilation, adeguaie supply of clean water, proper sunitation, and
daily gutdoor sccess dorine the nen-grazing seasen unless temporanly restricted by severs
weather, individual health conditions, siage of production, or concern for the protestion of plang,
soil or water quality. The VOT Review Comsitiee has delermingd that cows show have outdoor

ccess year round, Pouliry should have cutdoor acoess once they are sufficiently Feathered
faround 4 weeks), but may be confined during imclement weather

.

If it takes the USDA to mandate the rales and regsiations set up by NOFA of VT than I support the

foliowing: the USDA needs to reguire that cattle are to be grazed for a period of not fess than 120 days

and that they are provided grazed feed greater than 30% drv matter intake on & daily basis during the

SFOWHIE SEASoR.

Hopefully this will require ALL organic farmers to comply, not just NOFA of VT farmers.
iF s means that there s 8 shortage of orpanie mitk than 5O BE 11

At least 511 1089 Organic product thatl is on e shelves, will be a5 stated 10854 Organic, throughout the
USA,

1 hope that these few CATO s will not be aliowed to sontinue as they sre, JEOPARDIZING the integrity,
resutetion, and trusi that the consumer needs to feel when purchasing 100 BHORGANICE

COFA™s have blstantly broken a HUGE part of the contract by aol grazing their cattle. Please do not let
this continue. Until this is mandated, 1 urge vou to 8TOP allowing this practice 10 contine NOW!
(BEFORE WE HAVE LOST THE TRUST OF THE CONSUMER). This would be detrimentai to the world,
a3 organic has started an sHernative to the pesticide, medicinal, way of farmitg.. COFA’s have
introduced another detrimental practice (eonfinement of animais). All products on their farms should be
banned from the Organic milk supply IMMEBDIATELY.

Orgenic is a step, in my eyes, that is (for onr wordd sad generations {0 come) the way © go.
e farm is closely monitorad 1o inswre that we comply with ol organic cortified reguirements, so L do

not nnderstand WELY this practice has been aliowed!. If we did not comply with fhis, 1 would fully expect
te not be part of the Organic organization and would expect that our milk would not be shipped on the




ORGANIC masket, but would be shipped 1o a CONVENTIONAL milk handler.

It seems simple enough 1o me. This is not a gray arca. 1 s biack and white in my syes! Either comply to
the rules and regulations, or GET OUT of the Organic production business.. You can't have it both ways.
it is ALL or nothing.

| fee! extremely blessed to be able to contribute to & healthier environment, and all around better
mutritional product, due to going back to NATURL,
‘The labels placed on ORCANIC raised cattle need 10 be just that

% ORGANIC!

| wonld like to thank you for taking the time to read the afore document, and hope tis is matter is
takesn as seriousiy as 1 have. 1f we lose their trust in our product, then the whole concept of ORGANIC
will be lost, Please do not let his ocour. 1urge vou to ACT now! Before it is to late. Notonly Jor the
intestrity of the Hitle farmer, but for the benefi of our world as & whole,

__prganic dairy foemer ¢ 31
" Qrganis consiimer

Donna L. I3, Brown Taman i
P{y Box 3R
West Danville, VT 03873




